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Santa Fe Railroad Depot On Homes Tour 
What little boys or girls don't 

open their eyes in wide amaze- 
ment when seeing a miniature 
train set? What adult hasn't want- 
ed a train to circle round the base 
of the family Christmas tree, just 
like pictures of Christmas past? 

Ever since Ken Stavinoha 
got his first toy windup train as a 
Christmas present years ago, he 
had big dreams of the distance 
his fascination with trains could 
take him. 

He began collecting train 
models at an early age, and in 
2000 he purchased the Eagle Lake 
Santa Fe Railroad Depot, begin- 
ning to live that dream of many 
years ago. 

The depot, located on the 
corner of Lake and Main Street, 
was built for the Gulf, Colorado 
and Santa Fe Railway and opened 
in September, 1911. It was a pas- 
senger and freight depot until 
passenger service discontinued 
in 1956. The freight service closed 
in 1970. 

Only three pieces of furniture 
that are original to the depot 
still remain: the operator's desk 
(which is built into the bay win- 
dow), one section of the cabinets 
in the office, and the pigeon-holed 
parcel cabinet located in the bag- 
gage room. 

The rest of the furniture and 
equipment used in railroad ser- 
vice has been procured from other 
depots, collections and antique 
dealers. Ken has worked and col- 
lected items diligently for years 
to bring the depot to its present 
authentic state. 

Presently, the Eagle Lake 
Depot, Inc. is a non-profit organi- 
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The Santa Fe Railroad Depot will be on the Eagle Lake Civic Garden Club's Holiday Tour on 
Saturday, Dec. 5lh from 10 a.m.-7. 

zation, with Ken as property man- 
ager still overseeing restoration. 

Visit the website at www. 
eaglelakedepot.com to absorb the 
interesting facts about this local 
landmark. 

Where did this interest in 
trains develop? "My maternal 
grandfather worked for the rail- 
road for a few years, and I was 
four or five years old when I took 
my first train ride," explains Ken. 
At an early age he can remember 
being fascinated with the depot 
at Thompsons, near Richmond. 
He collected his first true artifact 
in 1992, and beginning in 1993 
was involved with the Rosenberg 

Railroad Museum. 
Ken will tell you it helps to 

be a true "history detective" in 
desiring to have everything in the 
museum authentic. 

When you walk into the depot, 
you'll feel as if you have stepped 
back in time to when the railway 
operations were crucial to small 
town travel and commerce. 

Just how authentic is the de- 
pot? You probably won't see any 
Christmas trees or decorations 
at the depot during the home 
tour. "We present the look of a 
working depot. Small stations did 
not have the room or the money 
to be decorating for Christmas or 

any holiday. Perhaps some of the 
larger stations in the cities had a 
tree, but the small town depots 
did not," contends Ken, always 
accurate in his details. 

The train may not be running, 
but don't miss the journey in time 
that a visit to the depot provides. 
This will be one of six locations to 
visit during the Eagle Lake Civic 
Garden Club's Holiday Tour on 
Saturday, Dec. 5th from 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. See www.visiteaglelake.com 
for more information. Tickets may 
be purchased in advance from any 
Garden Club member or at the 
Prairie Edge Museum on the day 
of the tour. 

Golden Goose has 
everything to 
fulfill your 

Christmas Wishes 
Stop By Today! 

We will he open 
during the 

Holiday Parade of Lights 
on December 12 

Views Around The Lake 
by Cindy Klopsteck 

It's getting personal now. 
It's always an awakening when 

a person absolutely knows some- 
thing as real, true - as reality - but 
then brushes up personally with 
the fact. Then it becomes...well, 
personal. You can read about 
war and military engagements 
in the newspaper but emotions 
creep in when someone you know 
is involved. 

I went to my niece's Wash- 
ington state wedding in early 
August. 

Her husband left for service in 
Iraq two weeks ago. 

I went to a friend's local wed- 
ding in late August. 

Her husband leaves for Af- 
ghanistan within a week after 
Thanksgiving. 

I had a doctor's appointment 
a few weeks ago and Dr. Russell 
Thomas shared that his son would 
be leaving within days for Iraq. 

A neighbor in my subdivision 
saw his son deployed for his 
second tour of duty in Iraq just 
weeks ago. 

And there are a lot more lo- 
cal people involved than these 

mentioned. 
It's getting personal. 
We all shared the horror at Ft. 

Hood on November 5th. 
We all remembered our sol- 

diers past and present on Veter- 
ans Day November 11th. 

We all celebrate Thanksgiving 
this week. 

Maybe we need to combine the 
thoughts of all these past days in 
November. 

We need to truly remember 
and simultaneously give thanks. 

It was good to note in last 
week's Headlight that Rice High 
School held a very successful and 
noteworthy Veterans' Day pro- 
gram for veterans, the community 
and students on November 11th. 

A Fallen Soldier's monument 
to be installed at the school cam- 
pus was unveiled. 

It's great to know the school 
district and community are in- 
volved and will not forget the 
sacrifices made for all of us. 

As the holiday season ap- 
proaches, let's not forget Ft. Hood 
soldiers in particular, all soldiers 
in general and our veterans. And 
let's not forget to take the opportu- 
nity to give thanks. A recent email 
suggested when sending 

Christmas cards this year to 
include one or two to the follow- 
ing address: 

A Recovering American Sol- 
dier 

C/o Walter Reed Army Medi- 
cal Center 

6900 Georgia Ave.NW 
Washington, DC 20307-5001 
That's a great idea. To some- 

one, it could mean a lot and be a 
very personal touch of remem- 

brance., .letting that soldier know 
that he or she is not forgotten. 

"It is easy to take liberty for 
granted when you have never had 
it taken from you." 

—Unknown (sometimes at- 
tributed to M. Grundler) 

Let's hope it never gets that 
personal, and let's thank- and not 
forget - those who are ensuring 
our liberties. 

Comments are appreciated @ 
cindyj_k@hotmail.com 

Let First National help make your 
Christmas wishes come true! 
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Passionate about "Your" Financial Success 

PRICES ARE FALLING! 
2009 Chevrolet Aveo5 LT      2009 Chevrolet Avalanche LTZ 

iRustic Kuts 
FURNITURE & WESTERN DECOR 
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Furniture*Western Decor * Bathroom Accessories 
Candles * Crosses * Framed Pictures * Lots More!! 

Hours: Wed Thurs Fri Sat 10-6; Sun 1-5 
Closed Mon Tues 

LAYAWAY NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 
1809 Ave. H, Rosenberg • 281-232-6033 

rustickuts@yahoo.com 

TAKE A NEW LOOK AT RICE MEDICAL ASSOCIATES - 
YOU WILL FIND A TRANSFORMATION 

WITH THE GENEROSITY OF RICE MEDICAL FOUN- 
DATION, RMA-EAGLE LAKE CLINIC PARKING LOTS 

ARE CURRENTLY IN THE CONCRETE PAVEMENT 
CONSTRUCTION PROCESS. IMPROVEMENTS WILL 

FACILITATE PATIENT ACCESSIBLITY TO THE CLINIC. 

#7198 
$16,255 MSRP - $700 BMC Discount - $1,500 GMRebate - 

$500Bonus Cash' - $1,000 "Overage" Bonus Cash = 
$44,600 MSRP - $2,500 BMC Discount - $3,500 GM Rebate - $500 
Bonus Cash - $500 Bonus Cash - $1,000 "Overage " Bonus Cash = 

$12,555+ tti $36,600 +tti 

2009 Chevrolet Cobalt LS      2009 Chevrolet Silverado Reg. 

#2214 

$17,510 MSRP - $300 BMC Discount - $1,500 GM Rebate ■ 
$500 Bonus Cash' - $1,000 "Overage " Bonus Cash = 

#8176 

$21,485 MSRP - $250 BMC Discount - $2,000 GM Rebate - $500 
Bonus Cash'- $500 Bonus Cash - $1,000 "Overage " Bonus Cash = 

$14,210 +#/ $17,235*' tti 

2009 Chevrolet Silverado Crew      2009 Chevrolet HHR LS 

#9089 

$31,050 MSRP - $1,000 BMC Discount - $3,500 GM Rebate - $500 
Bonus Cash' - $500 Bonus Cash - $1,000 "Overage " Bonus Cash = 

$24,550+"' 

$20,475 MSRP - $1,000 BMC Discount - $2,000 GM Rebate - 
$500 Bonus Cash' - $1,000 "Overage " Bonus Cash = ' 

$15,975* tti 

2009 Chevrolet Silverado Reg.     2010 Buick Enclave CXL 

$23,265 MSRP - $250 BMC Discount - $2,000 GM Rebate - $500   $39,105 MSRP - $1,500 BMC Discount - $1,500 GM Rebate - 
Bonus Cash' - $500 Bonus Cash - $1,000 "Overage " Bonus Cash =       $500 Bonus Cash' - $1,000 "Overage " Bonus Cash = 

$19,015"" $34,605+"' 

AN AMERICAN REVOLUTION _ 

: In lieu of 60-day money back guarantee. Prices & rebates good through 11/30/09, see dealer for details. Photos for illustration only. 

^rasMtr Motor CokHpfli/uy 
979-725-8515     www.BRASHERMOTORS.COM     800-375-2438 

1700 INTERSTATE 10 EAST    WEIMAR, TEXAS 
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